
 

Desert Skills Course Packing List 2022 

Carriers 

Haversack

Bottle Carrier with Strap


Fire Kit 

Lighter

Ferro Rod

Magnifying Lens

Emergency Tinder

Tinder Pouch

Charring and Storage Tin


Shelter Kit 

Tarp or Poncho

GB2 Bed Sleeve

Wool Blanket

Paracord (25’)

#36 Bank Line (1/4 lb Roll)


Water Kit 

Single Walled Metal Container 32oz with Nesting Cup and Lid 

Shemagh (2) or GB2 GP Cloth (1)

Bandana (2)

Water Filter


Food Kit 

Bush Pot with Lid

Food and Snacks


                     

First Aid Kit 

Tourniquet

Wound Packing Gauze (2) 

Emergency Trauma Dressing 

Emergency Survival Wrap

Sunblock

Sunglasses




Navigation Kit 

Compass with Mirror

Protractor with 1:25,000 Scale (Square or Round) 

Pace Beads

Mechanical Pencils

Waterproof Notebook


Signal Kit 

Panel

Whistle

Headlamp with Extra Batteries


Tool Kit 

Fixed Blade Belt Knife

Chopper Blade (Large Knife, Small Machete)

Folding Saw

Multitool with Awl

Duct Tape

Large Needle


Safety Items 

Eye Protection

Leather Gloves


Optional 

Hygiene Kit

Prescription medications

Over-the-counter medication (do not bring illegal drugs or unprescribed medication). 

Insect repellant

Personal first aid items for minor cuts, scrapes, etc.


Clothing 

Please dress appropriately and plan for unexpected weather. You are not limited in clothing, 
cold weather gear, extra socks, rain gear, etc. This can all be left in your pack at basecamp or 
placed in a larger Dry Sack at camp until needed.


For the desert, adjust your layered clothing system slightly. You will still want wicking base 
layers (lightweight merino wool at a minimum). A wool shirt, jacket, or sweater is recommended 
as an insulating layer. Your durable layer should be lightweight cotton or linen. Long sleeves 
and pants are best to protect you from the sun. A t-shirt and shorts can be worn under for 
those times when you are in the shade and protected and want to cool off. 


If you bring a tarp instead of a poncho, a lightweight rain jacket is recommended. 


With the potential extreme temperature drops, it is recommended that you have a wool beanie 
hat, scarf, and gloves on hand. 




A wide brimmed hat is recommended, but a baseball cap is also fine so long as you protect 
your ears and neck with sunblock. 


Wear lightweight shoes with lightweight wool socks or sandals that dry quickly. Heavy boots 
will cause excessive sweating on your feet which may result in blisters. It is recommended to 
bring a heavy pair of wool socks for sleeping in. 


While you my bring your gear in a backpack initially, you will not be using a backpack for the 
course. Gear will be carried in a blanket pack and haversack. 


Please note that food will not be provided for this course. Please bring easy-to-prepare on the 
go type food and snacks as we will not be allotting a considerable amount of training time to 
food preparation and eating. Please arrive ready to start the first day having already had 
breakfast.  There will be time for breakfast before training starts each day with the exception of 
the first day when you show up, and time for dinner after the training day is completed. We will 
not be stopping for lunch breaks during the course.


